
16 November 2017

Charles Mathias, 

Associate Bureau Chief,

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

Reshuffling the Digital Deck:
A View From The FCC



Fostering Broadband Investment 
and Innovation

Make Spectrum Available

• Using innovative auctions

Minimize Regulatory Barriers 

• Encouraging investment

Close the Digital Divide

• Leveraging market-driven approaches

Federal Communications Commission 2



Making New Spectrum Available
A Focus on Auctions

Broadcast Incentive Auction

• First-of-its-kind two-sided “incentive” 

auction to repurpose 84 MHz of 

underused television spectrum for 

broadband

• Bidding ended in March, raising a total 

of $19.8 billion in gross revenue 

3.5 GHz

• Makes 150 MHz of contiguous 

spectrum available for mobile 

broadband

• Novel three-tiered sharing system 

ensures access by a wide variety of 

users and services

Spectrum Frontiers

• Makes available nearly 11 GHz of 

high-frequency spectrum for 

flexible broadband use, including 

5G

• 3.85 GHz of licensed spectrum 

in the 28, 37, and 39 GHz 

bands

• 7 GHz of unlicensed spectrum 

in the 64-71 GHz band

• Proposes to make an additional 

17.7 GHz of spectrum available

• A series of auctions is anticipated
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• Notices of Proposed Rulemaking and Notices of Inquiry sought comment 

on actions the Commission could take to expedite wireline and wireless 

infrastructure deployments, examining:

• State and local governmental review processes for wireless facility 

siting applications.  

• Revisions to the FCC’s historic and environmental review processes, 

including the role of Tribal Nations.

• Reforming pole attachment rules that govern access to poles, ducts, 

conduits, and rights-of-way.

• The process for retiring copper facilities and making other changes 

when carriers transition to modern networks.

Minimizing Regulatory Barriers



Closing the Digital Divide: 
Using Auctions to Fund Mobile Broadband in Underserved Areas

• Targeting funding to high-cost areas

• FCC has taken action to promote wireline and LTE deployments in these 

areas through planned Connect America Fund Phase II and Mobility Fund 

Phase II reverse auctions

• CAF II allocates $1.98 billion over 10 years to fixed voice and broadband 

services to unserved residential and small business customers in 

expensive-to-serve rural areas

• MF II expands or maintains service in 575,000 square miles that have no 

LTE or have LTE only due to USF support, using a $453 million annual 

budget
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Thank You!

Merci!

charles.mathias@fcc.gov
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